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fHar-mema Qalley Frarm

5.3442 Wire Hollow Rd., Virogua, W] 546686
FPhone. B08-483.2143 Fax: 608-483-21581

Arthur Neal, Director, Program Administration
National Organic Program, USDA-AMS-TMP-NOP
1400 Independence Ave,, SW,

Room 4008-50., Ag Stop 0268

Washington, DC 20250

Eruail National. List@usda.gov
Fax: (202) 205-7808

Dear Mr, Arthur Neal and National Organic Standards Board:
This letter is in referencc to the National Organic Program Sunset Review, Docket number TH-04.07,

In my more than 33 years of experience farming vegetables organically, T have found the usc of several of
the synthetic substances up for revicw to be very necessary. It would be a substantial loss if we could no
longer use the following substances in crop production:

205.607 (a:4) Hydrogen Peroxide: We prefer the stabilized form, Perscetic Acid, as a disinfectant.

205.601 (b:2:i) Plastic Mulch and Covers: These are absolutely necessary for heat-loving crops here in a
cooler climate. I have researched and found no satisfactory aiternative, Use of plastic mulch, (especially
reflective mulch) and covers reduces our need for other insect control methods including spraying. We are
able to completely remove the plastic mulch without any remaining in the soil.

205.601 {2:2) Borie Acid: This is a safe, effective delerrent to structural ant pests,

205.601 (e:7,8) Soaps, Insecticidal, Sticky traps/barricrs and 205.601 (f) Pheremones: We find these
usefil for some insect problems. Sticky traps as a monitoring tool de not contact food or soil; nor do the
pheremones we use to momitor inscets, This monitoring to determine the presence of certain insects, i.e.
corn earworm moths, is an cssential part of our insect coniro] program.

205.601 (g2} Vitumin [3-3; This is one of the only ways we've found to control rats, becanse they are
very difficult 1o trap.

205.601 (:1) Coppers, fixed: Copper hydroxide & copper sulfate are very necessary to control leafl
diseases. We farm in a very moist vallcy; in a wet year our losses from leal diseases could be very severe
if we could not use copper products. We take many steps to mindmize the accurnulation of copper in the
s0il. We rotale crops that receive a copper foliar, We test for copper in our yearly soil tests, and aller
many, many yvears of using copper, we still see copper deficiency in most of our fields. We also use
copper sulfate as a micronutricnt amendrment to arnend copper deficiencies based on soil tests.
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205,601 (14) Flvdrogen peroxide: Another necessary plant discase coptrol substance.

205,601 (1:5) Lime sulfur: A leaf disease control, necessitated by our moist situation, that allows us fo be
somewhat competitive with drier climates.

205.601 (3:6:1,i0) Micronatrients including soluble boron products; sulfates of zine, copper, and
manganese: We use these 1o correct soil deficiencics documented by vearly soil testing.

205,601 (§:7) Liquid fish products — also necessary to correct soil deficiencies.

205.601 (m:1) EPA List 4 — Inerts of Minimal Concern: Many of the products we use do include Inerts of
Minimal Concern; we'd Hke them to continue to be allowed.

In summary, it is my view that the above substances shouid contimie to be allowed for use in organic

production, Prohibiting them would be extremely detrimental to us as growsers.

Bincerely,

Richard De Wilde
Farmer and Owner
Harmony Valley Farm




